
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

CIVIL WORKS 
108 ARMY PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON DC 2031 0-0108 

Honorable Richard Cheney 
President of the Senate 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room S-212 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0012 

Dear Mr. President: 

In partial response to a resolution adopted by the Corr~rnittee on Public Works of 
the House of Representatives on July 1, 1958, and provision of funds in the Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Act of 1998, under authority of Section 21 6 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1970, the Secretary of the Army recommends aulthorization of a 
flood damage reduction project for the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers, Des Moines, 
lowa. The proposal is described in the Report of the Chief of Engineers dated 
March 28, 2006 which includes other pertinent reports and comments. The views of the 
State of lowa, the Department of the Interior and the Environmental Protection Agency 
are set forth in the enclosed communications. The Secretary of the Army supports the 
authorization and plans to implement the project through the normal budget process at 
the appropriate time, considering national priorities and the availability of funds. 

The recommended plan provides for increased flood damage reduction aloqg the 
Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers to the areas of Birdland Park, Central Place and 
downtown Des Moines. The flood damage reduction features of the llecorr~mended plan 
consist of constructing 7,700 feet of levee and 440 feet of retainiqg wgll with one closure 
str~~cture generally along and extending the existing non-Federal levele at Birdland Park; 
constructing 5,900 feet of levee generally along and extending the existing non-Federal 
Central Place levee; and modifying three existing pump stations. Thq recommended 
plan also includes modification to nineteen closure structures in the e~isting Federal 
downtown levee system. The recreation features include 5,100 feet c)f recreational trail 
along the Birdland Park levee with access to Riverview Park and landscaping along the 
levee crossing Riverview Park. Compensatory mitigation to offset unavoidable 
environmental impacts of the project will be accomplished through the creation of 13 to 
16 acres of emergent wetland, open water, upland forest, and herbawous upland buffer 
at the Chichaqua mitigation site, northeast of Des Moines. Further cqmpensation 
includes approximately 5 acres of bottomland forest enhancement, amd upland forest 
creation on the riverside of the levee at Central Place. The recommepded plan is the 
locally preferred plan (LPP). The LPP has greater net benefits than smaller scaled 
plans and is smaller in scope and less costly than the national economic development 
plan. The LPP would provide the maximum level of flood damage reouction desired by 
the non-Federal sponsor. 
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Based on October 2006 price levels, the total first cost of the reqommended plan 
is estimated at $10,780,000. The total first cost of the project includes lapproximately 
$10,516,000 for flood damage reduction, which includes $305,000 for hitigation, and 
approximately $264,000 for recreation. In accordance with the cost sh@ring provisions 
of Section 103 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1 86, as 
amended, flood damage reduction features would be cost shared 65 p t rcent Federal 
and 35 percent nowFederal and recreation features would be cost shated 50 percent 
Federal and 50 percent non-Federal. The overall Federal share of the estimated total 
first cost of the project would be $6,967,000 and the lion-Federal sharq would be 
$3,813,000, comprised of approximately $899,000 in lands, easementsl, rights-of-way, 
relocations, and dredged material disposal areas (LERRD), $539,000 4s five percent 
cash, and a remaining cash balance of $2,375,000. The City of Des Moines, Iowa, the 
non-Federal cost sharing sponsor, would be responsible for providing the non-Federal 
cost share of all features of the recommended plan and all the operatioln, maintenance, 
repair, replacement, and rehabilitation (OMRR&R) of the project after cbnstruction, a 
cost currently estimated at $32,000 per year. Average annual flood damage reduction 
benefits attributed to the plan are estimated at $1,765,000, and the flodd damage 
reduction benefit-cost ratio is 2.8 to 1. Average arlnual recreation benefits are $135,000 
and the recreation benefit-cost ratio is 8.4 to 1. The net annual flood damage reduction 
and recreation benefits for this plan are $1,250,000. 

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is no bbjection to the 
submission of the report to Congress. A copy of its letter is enclosed. I am providing a 
copy of this transmittal and the OMB letter dated June 25, 2007, to the Senate 
Subcomrrlittees on Energy and Water, and Transportation and Infrastructure in 
accordance with the requirements of the Fiscal Year 2006 Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Act (P.L. 109-1 03). 

Very truly yours, 

John Paul Woodley, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of the Army 

(Civil Works) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

CIVIL WORKS 
108 ARMY PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON DC 20310-0108 

Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 

of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room H-232 
Washington, D.C. 2051 5-0001 

Dear Madam Speaker: 

In partial response to a resolution adopted by the Committee op Public Works of 
the House of Representatives on July 1, 1958, and provision of fundsin the Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Act of 1998, under authority of Seiction 216 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1970, the Secretary of the Army recommends au horization of a 
flood damage reduction project for the Des Moines and Raccoon Riv d rs, Des Moines, 
lowa. The proposal is described in the Report of the Chief of Enginedrs dated 
March 28, 2006 which includes other pertinent reports and comments. The views of the 
State of lowa, the Department of the Interior and the Environmental Protection Agency 
are set forth in the enclosed communications. The Secretary of the &my supports the 
authorization and plans to implement the project through the normal Qudget process at 
the appropriate time, considering national priorities and the availability of funds. 

The recommended plan provides for increased flood damage rkduction along the 
Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers to the areas of Birdland Park, Central Place and 
downtown Des Moines. The flood damage reduction features of the recommended plan 
consist of constructing 7,700 feet of levee and 440 feet of retaining wall with one closure 
structure generally along and extending the existing non-Federal levek at Birdland Park; 
constructing 5,900 feet of levee gelierally along and extending the existing non-Federal 
Central Place levee; and modifying three existing pump stations. Thei recommended 
plan also includes modification to nineteen closure structures in the eyisting Federal 
downtown levee system. The recreation features include 5,100 feet af recreational trail 
along the Birdland Park levee with access to Riverview Park and landlscaping along the 
levee crossing Riverview Park. Compensatory mitigation to offset unbvoidable 
environmental impacts of the project will be accomplished through the creation of 13 to 
16 acres of emergent wetland, open water, upland forest, and herbacgous upland buffer 
at the Chichaqua rr~itigation site, northeast of Des Moines. Further cdmpensation 
includes approximately 5 acres of bottomland forest enhancement, add upland forest 
creation on the riverside of the levee at Central Place. The recommelhded plan is the 
locally preferred plan (LPP). The LPP has greater net benefits than smaller scaled 
plans and is smaller in scope and less costly than the national economic development 
plan. The LPP would provide the maxim~,~m level of flood damage reduction desired by 
the non-Federal sponsor. I 
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Based on October 2006 price levels, the total first cost of the rGcommended plan 
is estimated at $10,780,000. The total first cost of the project include$ approximately 
$1 0,516,000 for flood damage reduction, which includes $305,000 for mitigation, and 
approximately $264,000 for recreation. In accordance with the cost sharing provisions 
of Section 103 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1986, as 
amended, flood damage reduction feat~lres wol.lld be cost shared 65 percent Federal 
and 35 percent non-Federal and recreation features would be cost shared 50 percent 
Federal and 50 percent non-Federal. The overall Federal share of the estimated total 
first cost of the project would be $6,967,000 and the non-Federal shade would be 
$3,813,000, comprised of approximately $899,000 in lands, easements, rights-of-way, 
relocations, and dredged material disposal areas (LERRD), $539,000 as five percent 
cash, and a remaining cash balance of $2,375,000. The City of Des Moines, Iowa, the 
non-Federal cost sharing sponsor, would be responsible for providing the non-Federal 
cost share of all features of the recommended plan and all the operati~n, maintenance, 
repair, replacement, and rehabilitation (OMRR&R) of the project after construction, a 
cost currently estimated at $32,000 per year. Average annual flood damage reduction 
benefits attributed to the plan are estimated at $1,765,000, and the flaod damage 
reduction benefit-cost ratio is 2.8 to 1. Average annual recreation berrefits are $1 35,000 
and the recreation benefit-cost ratio is 8.4 to 1. The net annual flood damage reduction 
and recreation benefits for this plan are $1,250,000. 

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is no objection to the 
submission of the report to Congress. A copy of its letter is enclosed. I am providing a 
copy of this transmittal and the OMB letter dated June 25,2007, to th$ House 
Subcommittees on Energy and Water Development, and Water Resources and 
Environment in accordance with the requirements of the Fiscal Year 21006 Orrlr~ibus 
Appropriations Act (P.L. 109-1 03). 

Very truly yours, 

f John Paul Woodley, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of (he Arniy 

(Civil Works) 
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